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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 6th MAY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. 
 
Present: Councillor:  M Pearcy, P Wait, J Hobson, S Pearcy and Lynn Thornton (Clerk) 
Apologies: none. 

 
REF 

 
 
 

 

90/25         Open Forum 
Nothing to report. 

 

91/25 Apologies for absence 
None 

 

92/25 
 
 

Declarations of Interest by Councillors 
None. 
 

 
 
 

93/25 
 
 
94/25 

Reports from County and District Councillors. 
District Cllr Pearcy circulated his report before the meeting. 
 
CRAG update 
The clerk confirmed the council supported the new constitution.  
The shop is concerned the new path is creating a lot of mess on the floor, it is 
hoped some rain will prevent this going forward. 
The clerk witnessed horses being ridden around the recreation field on the new 
paths, will monitor this as this is not the intended purpose of them and the field 
should not be used for horse riding. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

95/25 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1st April were approved and signed as a 
true and correct record by those present at the meetings. 
 

 
 
 

96/25 Planning 
The council has received notification of the following planning applications: 

S.25/0781/FUL – Smithfields mobile home, Smithfields – erection of replacement 
mobile home (retrospective) No Comment 

The council has received notification regarding the following planning 
applications:   

None. 

 

97/25 Accounts – PC 
Incomes received and payments for authorisation 
 

SDC 9685.00 1st Precept 

HMRC 6164.62 VAT refund 

CE Fryer     26.89 Allotment Rent 

D Bird     42.48 Allotment Rent 

J Dunlop     13.25 Allotment Rent 

D Coopey     12.75 Allotment Rent 

D Dungworth     14.04 Allotment Rent 
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Payments for Authorisation 
 

L Thornton   530.40 Wages – April 
Hathaway Gardenscapes   447.90 Grass cutting contract 

Playsafety Ltd   120.00 RoSPA inspection 

S Cook   139.20 New Defibrillator Pads 
L Thornton   200.00 Annual Office Usage 

Local Council 1694.42 Insurance Renewal 

Pete Day   180.00 Hedgetrimming 

Lloyds     10.45 Service Charge 
ICO     12.00 Price increase 

Brunel Engraving   138.90 2 x signs for the recreation field 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
98/25 

 
CRAG Expenses  
 
Incomes received and payments for authorisation 
 

Johnson SC   200.00 Tree Donation 
Anonymous   200.00 Tree Donation 

N Priest 1000.00 Donation 

Cash   200.00 Card machine payment 

Dedman Contract   200.00 Tree Donation 
 
Payments for Authorisation 
 

Net World Sport    726.00 2 x tennis courts 

 
 
Clerks Report 

• The clerk received an email from Vanessa Sprague on behalf of the 
produce show, they would like to install a picnic bench in the 
community orchard. Permission granted, clerk to confirm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

99/25 
 
 

Tennis Court  
Nothing to report. 

 
 

100/25 Village Shop 
Cllr Wait reported the shop had gross sales of over 100K for the first time. 
The committee is looking to change the bank account due to the charges going 
up. 
The volunteers will receive more training on the till due to VAT.  
Additional waste bins are needed due to the increased usage of the field.  
There is plans to change the chiller as it is too noisy, a quieter one is being 
sought. 
There will be a new policy for out of date alcohol. 
Cllr Wait reported after actively recruiting there is now a good number of 
volunteers which is great. 
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Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

101/25 Village Hall Update 
Cllr Hobson reported the extension is now up and the roof is on, external works 
are continuing, internally the door has been knocked through and the opening 
for the lift created. 
The lift emergency phone will operate off a SIM card. 
The road alongside will need to be resurfaced, having looked at it before the 
meeting the councillors did not feel cars should be allowed along there until this 
has taken place. 
 

 

102/25 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Update 
Cllr Pearcy to contact the hall to check availability to book the meeting room, 
once confirmed an article will be placed in the newsletter. 
 

 
M Pearcy 

103/25 
 
 
 
104/25 
 
 
105/25 
 
 
106/25 
 
 
 
 
 
107/25 
 
 
108/25 
 
 
109/25 
 
 
110/25 
 
 
 

Footpaths, ditches and Stiles 
The clerk has a smaller map, Cllr Waits daughter has created a numbered map 
too.  
 
Allotment Update 
Clerk to start chasing for late payments. 
 
Village Maintenance 
Nothing to report 
 
Highways Repair & Maintenance 
Highways have confirmed they will be installing the gates in June. 
Cllr Pearcy has been speaking to a parishioner about the bridleway by Spring 
Tynings. All reports need to go through Fix My Street.  
The road out of the village towards Ashmead is now closed. 
 
Playarea Update 
Nothing to report. 
 
Annual Meeting 
The hall is booked for the meeting on Thursday 15th May.  
 
Matters for forward consideration 
Neighbourhood Warden 
 
Items for press release and publication  
Minutes 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


